Marriage License
How to apply
You can apply for a marriage license in any County Registrar’s office in Iowa and it will be valid throughout the state.
You, your significant other, and a disinterested witness familiar with both of you, will need to file the application in
person and pay a $35 fee. This fee includes a certified copy of the final marriage certificate. Some counties do allow
signed and notarized applications to be filed by mail.
Information you need
You will have to provide your legal names before marriage, after marriage, addresses, birth dates, places of birth, social
security numbers, your fathers’ full names, and your mothers’ full maiden names. The applicants and witness will need
to bring a current, Government issued photo ID.
Waiting Period
There is a four day waiting period from the date the Registrar accepts your application until it is valid. You can waive the
waiting period by completing a waiver application when you apply for your license. You both must go to the clerk of
court office in the county that you apply for your marriage license in to have your waiver application signed by a judge. Be
prepared to wait until a judge is available. Then you must take your signed waiver back to the registrar’s office to apply for
your marriage license and have it granted immediately. You will have to pay an additional $5 fee for this waiver.
Getting Your License
Pick up your marriage license at the time of application, but remember it is not valid for four days from the time of
filing. Have your current, Government issued photo ID. If you choose not to immediately pick up your license, it
must be retrieved within six months or it is considered null and void. If it expires, you will need to reapply for a new
one and pay the current application fee. The license does not have an expiration date after it is picked up from the
County Registrar. Ask for a SS-5 application to complete after marriage to update your Social Security Card.
Same-Sex Marriages
Same-sex marriages became legal in Iowa on April 3, 2009, making Iowa the fourth U.S. state to legalize same-sex marriages,
after Massachusetts, California and Connecticut. Who would have thought that gay marriage would be legal in Iowa before
New York? Unbelievable! Iowa’s Constitution ensures equal protection. Everyone has the right to marry the person they love.
However, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects the separation of the church and state, thus no
church can be compelled to recognize gay marriage or perform a service. Check with the church in which you wish to be
married to be certain they allow and officiate same-sex marriages.
Anyone can be married in Iowa with a valid Iowa Marriage License. Iowa is an appealing place for same-sex marriages
because you do not have to be a resident of Iowa to get married here. Same-sex couples go through the identical process as
different-sex couples to register for their marriage license.
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